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Suffolk
Kennedyville
c. 1840

Suffolk has been associated with the Howard family since the house
was constructed in the second quarter of the 19th Century. Benjamin
Howard began acquiring land in the vicinity in 1821, with the purchase of
100 acres of Green Forest and 200 acres of Suffolk, land that had previously
been owned by Moses Briscoe.l An additional 106 acres were acquired in
1828 and 318 acres in 1837, the latter from his brother-in-law, Thomas
Bevins.2 Sometime in the late 1830’s to early 1840’s, Howard constructed a
house for his daughter and son-in-law, Mary Ellen and Dr. James Haman.
Having purchased bricks from Chester Parish in 1834 (the remains of the

church at 1. U.), it is possible that he used these in the construction.

The house that Howard chose to build was very traditional in form
and plan. Two other structures in the area, Maxwell’s Purchase and State’s
Adventure share the same plan and form. These two, however, are earlier
than Suffolk. At Suffolk there is a corbeled brick cornice. The main section
has a center stairhall which is flanked by two rooms. There are an
additional two rooms in the kitchen wing which is lower. The living room is
well-finished having recessed windows with paneled splayed jambs and a
panel beneath which extends to the floor. Door and window trim possess
corner blocks and the mantel has a horizontal fluted frieze between two
engaged columns, a design that is similar to the marble mantel installed at
Rose Hill, Cecil County in 1837.

Like several other houses of the period, the stair balustrade is
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simple, but the newel is made of tiger maple, a striking contrast to the dark
mahogany handrail and a detail which is seen in furniture design of the
period. This treatment can be found at Locust Hill Farm which was

remodeled during the same period.

Benjamin Howard married for a second time in 1845. He first,
however, drew up a premarital agreement with his bride-to-be, Augusta
Eubanks of Baltimore. It stipulated that she would relinquish her dower in
lieu of @200 per annum.3 Interestingly, his will, probated in March of 1885,
revokes the premarital contract and allows his widow $2000 per annum for
the remainder of her life and specifies that her son should give her free
board.

The inventory of Benjamin Howard’s personal belongings included
two interesting entries beside the usual furniture and equipment for the
prosperous farm, “20 Peach boxes” and “12 barrels of plaster.” Mr. Howard
may have been an early peach grower, a favorite crop in the last half of the
19th Century. The plaster may have been left over from his building
projects. The total amount of his personal belongings amounted to
$9825.60.4

In his will he bequeathed his home plantation to his daughter, Mary
Ellen Haman, Green Forest and Lower Bloomfield to Joseph and Young’s
Neck and Upper Bloomfield to George.5 Upon the death of Mary Ellen
Haman who had resided in Baltimore, all of her earthly possessions were
bequeathed to her son and daughter.8 It is uncertain what happened to Kate

Haman, but Benjamin Howard Haman of Baltimore was a prominent
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attorney and bachelor. He bequeathed his assets to various friends and
cousins in 1932.7 The heirs sold Suffolk in 1951 to the present owners.8
Since that time the house has been a tenant residence.
1. Land Records, Lib. TW 4, fol. 203.
2. Land Records, Lib. JNG 9, fol. 237; Wills, Lib. 10, fol. 352. Benjamin
Howard married Rebecca Bevins, daughter of James Bevins, a prosperous
farmer of the 2nd District. Howard was named co-executor in Bevins’ will
(1824), but he resigned the position for unspecified reasons. In 1840,
Benjamin purchased the Notley Young Farm which James Bevins had
devised to his son, Thomas, as a result of a chancery case brought to court in
1837, in which Howard was the Plaintiff.

Land Records, Lib. JNG 10, fol. 330.

Inventories, Lib. JP 1, fol. 74.

Wills, Lib. TRS 1, fol. 280.

3

4

5. Wills, Lib. JF 1, fol. 286.

6

7 Wills, Lib. FWS 1, fol. 128.
8

Land Records, Lib. WHG 21, fol. 99.
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Suffolk Early 19th Century
Kennedyville

Private

Tradition holds that part of Suffolk house was constructed
of bricks taken from the ruins of the first I.U. Church. The
early 19th century dwelling is the typical two and one-half story
house and wing with extremely delicate interior stair and paneled
window surrounds. A handsome brick dairy and later frame Victorian
barns remain on the property.
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Suffolk is a brick house once part of a complex of 19th century
buildings on a farm north of Kennedyville. The house is off Turner's
Creek Road and faces south.

The house was probably constructed in the second quarter of the
19th century and is clearly transitional in design; it retains the
plan and form of 18th century structures, but has a verticality and
molding types which presage Victorian motifs.

The main house is five bays wide with a central entrance and
three gable dormers in the gable roof. It is quite tall, one room
deep with enclosed chimneys with rebuilt caps in the gables. There
is a cellar. 1In the rear there is a window on the landing and the
central dormer is lowered in order to light the stair hall. Walls
are laid in common bond on rear facade and west gable and Flemish
bond with narrow beaded mortar joints on front and east walls. The
corbelled brick cornice consists of three courses. Window and door
openings have simple flat arches of stretchers.

The wing is two stories tall with a gable roof and no dormers.
It is nearly as wide as the main house and closely resembles it in
detail, having the same corbelled cornice and window arches; like the
main house, it has no water table or belt course. The bonding patter
is Liverpool. There are tiny, four-pane attic windows in the gable
and an enclosed chimney. Entrances are located in the center two
bays of the south facades; windows are located in other bays,except
that,on the rear there are no windows in the two central bays.

Nine over six sash windows are used on the first floor of the
main house with 6/6 sash u=ed elsewhere. Basement windows have four
iron bars in each. Trim consists of a single 1" bead; sills are simple
and flush with valls. Shutters have all been removed but cast iron
shutter dogs remain in place. There are no attic windows in the
main house. Dormers have shallow gable roofs with cornice and return; the
frames resemble pilasters with two grooves in eash; sash is 6/6.

The roof is finished with verge boards with wide beads.

Modern additions, including louvered porch and entry, have been
built on the front of the house; otherwise the exterior has been
altered very little.

The stair hall and parlor have windows and doors with wide reeded
trim with central fillets and bull's eye corner blocks. Doors have
six shallow raised panels with composite moldings around the edges.
Both window and door openings are relatively tall and narrow. Parlor
windows are recessed within their frames and have large square panels
which reach the floor; Jjambs are paneled and splayed. The mantle
in this room has a broadly fluted frieze and round engaged columns
resting on plinths flanking the rectangular opening. The shelf is
quite broad with flat molded edges. The baseboard is about 8" high
with molded upper edge. .

The dog leg stair has rectangular balusters, a turned tiger map:

newel and spandrel with four vertical panels, Like the_other detail-
ing in the house, the delicacy of the stair is remarkable with tiny
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Books, reprint, originally pub%isﬁea by the author, 1923.
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scrolls on the open string.

The dining room is simple with narrow coved trim on windows
and doors. The mantle has paneled pilasters. a plain shield
on the frieze and a broken shelf with broadly molded edges.

There is a cupboard with paneled double doors (the upper missing)
beside the mantle.

The interior of the wing is modern.

An old brick dairy, badly deteriorated,remains. Its cornice
is corbelled, like the house, and it has a gable roof with
louvered cupula. Behind the house is a group of Victorian frame
barns and sheds. One has wooden scollops on the eaves and an
arched batten door.
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Suffolk K-139

Suffolk is a two—-and-one-half story brick building laid
in Flenish bond on the south and east sides, common bond
on other sides. The front of the two post house is five
bays long and four bays long on the second story wing.
The sashes of the first story of the main portion is 9/0
and the rest is 6/6. There are three dormers on each side
of the A roof, the center one of the north being slightly
lower than the other two, to accomodate the stair landing.
The dormers have A roof and pilasters on each side. Above
the windows and doors are flat brick arches. The basement
windows are protected by hortzontal iron bars placed close
together. There is a cornice of stepped bricks on both

(plain rectangular transom

sections of the house. In front of the center door is a
modern frame vestibule. An enclosed porch is built on the
south side of the wing. The rear of the house has only
four irregularly placed bays on the main portion & two

bays on the wing. The chimneys are within the gables

and have been built of new brick above the roof.
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